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reliable stronghold of peace than our Workers5 and Peasants'
Government.
M. MOLOTOV, at the Seventh Congress of
Soviets, 1935.
You remember how the first World War arose. It arose out of
a desire to rediyide the world. To-day we have the same back-
ground. There are capitalist States which consider that they
were cheated in the previous redistribution of spheres of influence,
territories, sources of raw material, markets, etc., and which want
another redivision that would be in their favour. Capitalism in
its imperialist phase is a system which considers war to be a
legitimate instrument for settling international disputes, a legal
method in fact, if not in law. . . .
If you imagine that Soviet people are themselves desirous,
and, what is more, by force, of changing the aspect of surrounding
States, you are seriously mistaken. Soviet people are, of course,
desirous that the aspect of the surrounding States should change,
but that is the affair of the surrounding States themselves. . . .
STALIN, in an interview with Roy Howard, 1936.
The Soviet Union was and is guided in its foreign policy by the
principle of self-determination of nations. . . . Accordingly the
Soviet Union defends the right of every nation to the independence
and territorial integrity of its country, and its right to establish
such a social order and to choose such a form of Government as it
deems opportune and necessary for the better promotion of its
economic and cultural prosperity.
The Soviet Union has untiringly and resolutely advocated, and
advocates to-day, the necessity of collective action against
aggressors, as one of the most effective means of bringing
about the triumph of those principles and advancing the
peace and security of nations.
It has been, and still is, building its foreign policy upon the
desire to maintain peaceful and neighbourly relations with all
countries which respect the integrity and inviolability of its
borders. The Soviet Union was, and is, willing to render all
possible assistance to peoples becoming victims of aggression and
fighting for the independence of their native land.